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This study examines the association between Adverse Childhood
Experiences (ACEs) and criminal behavior among individuals receiving
psychiatric treatment. Using a retrospective cohort design, the
investigation analyzed medical records and ACE survey data from the
National Center for Mental Health (NCMH) to determine the extent to
which early adverse experiences contribute to later involvement in
criminal activity. Results revealed that high levels of neglect, emotional
and physical abuse, occasional sexual victimization, and family instability
characterized the participants’ childhood experiences, suggesting that
early trauma may contribute to later psychiatric difficulties and criminal
behavior. The findings have implications for developing evidence-based
prevention and intervention strategies aimed at mitigating the long-term
psychological and behavioral consequences of ACEs. The results may
support the implementation of comprehensive, trauma-informed
approaches to prevention, treatment, and ongoing support for affected
individuals in partner agencies of NCMH.
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